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Women of

Precedent
Smashingly

Set Aside, and

Argument of

the Antis Shat-
tered for All

Time

By Denis Tilden Lynch
OR the better part of the =ix
vears during which John J.
Knewitz led the Repuhlicans
in The Bronx there was a
weil defined group ©f men in the
party who believed that its guidance
cou’d be in bett

i hands,

Thess men met from time to time

gnd talked of possible successors to |

talked of
wave and means of deposing him

{({hairman Knewitz, and
And they generally did most of their
And they ge 5

talking cbout this time of the year,
whon the county commitiees of all

parties thronghout the state are re-

n with law.

in accordan

hey first began talking and
vlanning in 1915, just before Lender
Fipm

Kuoewitz came up for redlection

the third time, And their

end planning ended in—the reélec-

tion of Enewitz. So aguin in 1016
they talked snd planned, and 1817
found them still at it, gnd in 1918
thew continged their fallking and
planning.

It waz in 108 that wanie t tliis
state  exerviced tieir newly con-
farred privitesge of suffrage tor
ret time.. And the women of Tt
vennx went nut to the polling boaths
nd enrolled. And 12460 women

srrolled as Republicans, wl
I with their

vho were enrolled only

nare:

N pat

1

| 2 uhli
= OWIRE. € I Bl

of Bronx

wWonie HNXIOUSLY
i electinon day,
; showed that
| in-
They ot Busy

The women ‘weil f Lsed
pstions 1t ere told by the
of Knewit: bl
WaSs the AT 07
gan inn was 1 ity mili
tant; that it was ine nadly
interccurse with the engm) Hey
asked nidre questions, They wers
tken informed that Mr. Knewits

Beld a $5,000-m-year job as |
signer of Regords, i The
wing of the ANy i
¢ wasm't
i and
oxanljont
e poant.
Tha women were out to try thelr
piiver. What did matier was

that he hail accepted a political of-
fice from Demceerats, No one eonld

rreve that away., And the women

feridad. it simply wasn't to he stood
fur
And the wamen deciled, further-
more, that awhat was principalls
necided was g housecleanipge.  And
they, too, talked and planned, as th
hetors them had talked arnd
AT, But w mh this itfer c
that the talking and planning of th
culminated wvery rapidly i".
recil abdiention of Nr. W
v eloction ot Tvichard W
1 Wis stoad,
vomen denosed Kuewits
— it the nld of the mien, 1t anast

be admitted, for ti W e
ity upable th do it slonethe
made tha houseeleaning, @

and elected an entive new siz
stetants to ald Chairman Lawrdnee |
in directing the destinies of the
county crganization.

But these things were not accom-
plished without a struggle that was
without precedent in New York
politics, It had many of the attri-
butes of an old-fashioned melodrama
—intrigue and counter intrizue, a
riot In the secand act, and, of course,
the last scene was in keeping with
the hest traditions of Drury Lane.

What happened in The Broux
shattered one of the principal sreu-
ments advanced by anti-suffragists
—that women in politics would be
unwitting dupes of the more experi-
enced politicians of the sterner sex.
For the Republican women of that |
county, in shajp fight mgainst Kne-
witz, disp. -4 a thorough Lknowl-
edga of essential  subtlelies

of the gama und un ability: to
apply them. When it is remem-

Yered that tho women had less than
& year in which to learn through
Practical experience, their showing
Was remarkable, And, in fairness to
Ml goncerned, it must be said that if |

dalliime
talhing

ronx Pack the Meetin

This is a picture of the meeting in The Bronx, which the Republican women * packed.”
clear that things were to go their way. The men had bungled long enough.

They arrived early, and from the start made it
True, the meeting turned into a riot and had to be ad-

journed, but the women carried the day and were successful in electing the man on whom they had set their hearts

L]
y that Knewitz

4
at,

thera are any dupes amene Dronzg:

confident of ils defeat, Knewitz '[::-'I gardless ef the hour set, no one will |
the call

put in an avpearance before 9 o'clock,

Republi , none is of the feminine had cuiled them g and ol hons, | sued

e the annual meet-

render Thiey mude no seeret of thell dnten- .ag of 1he connay vammiiiee Lhe Paelodl
\ | 0!
= ~ A A RS o P T cavpd fo o nieht f September 19 e ‘an- : 3 = 5
Wasn't Seareid inng, for thew tould all awho cared to, nizht of September 12 The ap Mo, wnrden) shatienad Dot these

pointed place was the North Side
Cluly,

room of the orpanization comfort-

isten that they would supplant Kne- traditions. They were in their zeats
azsembly | before 8 o'clock, nlong with the bulk
i of the men who were opposed to
Knewitz, This was in keeping with
an agreement secrotly entered into

his
aware of the feeline of the women
But

Knewitz and folluwers were

y @ chairman who would not | Republican The

. S call them old heng and eats and who |
toward him. ke declined to

|
; J . ; 3 would give them suitable recognition. | ably seats less than 800, or less than
recognize the sitaation as menacing. i

g il ) ; wihorshi +} “ 5 = |
A wview which wss shared by his Similar threats had reached the half of thie membership of the coun ¢ few days before., And when Kne- |
-1 £ aba as blic = 4 L3 IR ] . » 1
kitehen ecabinet, thus proving that Cears of Knewitz in other years, and | EI‘ committee, which is composed of ity and his followers appeared upon
Edahact: RSOl Dbt 5 | G48. it auitional the TITR = : Sl
hore are men still who do not hold | 1€ Tegarded what had happered be- | 8. It Im tr.mu ongl \,‘M.t on .the the scene at the usual time they
14 Sea Ehe AL EVE TR b Al 5 : 1q  Bverage less than half of a political {ound that there was not spuce

3 fore gs an aupury of what wenld |

with Kipling that the female of the tergarizatiou’s muembership will at-

ot on=1 ] :

But he failed to con- | tand the meeting-. Relying an t
Koewitz i cabinet

that the seating capacity woull Le

enaugh left in the room o hold half
Then it dawned
Knewitz faction that the

to a trick as |

happen apain.

apecies ie more deadly than the male.
The of

wemen was that they ware denied &

lnte
tpon the

womoen had resovted

L
Liie

o CONETS,

sider that in other years he had
only 1o

principal prievance the al believad

deal with a dizaffection |

onortionste volen i marty whally masculine, (more than smyple to fake care of old 2o pelitics. They had packed the |
REBHITLORAIAENY L s R those who would attend. There is meetine.

agement. Then, too, they cred Conscious of the opposition, bt also a tradition in politica thaf, oo There was nothing left for Kne-

witz and his followers te do but carry)
cul the purpeose of the call, or at
5t to raake an effort.  Acejrding-

the faitiful placed in
for county chairman M.

[t
v, one of
nominstion
Knewita,
This was the zipnal for 2 storm of
protess,  Ona woeman, standing on
her chair, declaimed loudly and fre-
ouently that Knewitz had called the
centler zex un apgregation of cats
and old henz. Other feminine voic
formed Mr. Knewitz in equally
vigorous tones that they did pot want
liim under any circumstances, while
some of the men shouted that be had
nefned to eleet Mayeor Hylan, Heme
of the opnosition, who wanted James
Milligan #s m successor, placed his
name in nomination.
the platform cried that the nomina-

Rome one on

tions were Closed, and then from the

opposition came a mights roar of
defianve, and ¢oies of “Steam volles!™

were heard soove ti bl

In an instant the niceting had |
come a4 riot,
rushed their chairs aside and made
for one anether. A couple of hundrsid
who were outside the room surped
in a compact mass toward the ecn
tre of trouble. More

Men on opposing sides

chajrs

A ‘fl
pusihed over and some were lifted
Pigh on head g3 weapons. A fou

women fainted. Most of them kept
their svits togelher, and were as ool

meetinge that nicht
=0 an adjettnment ¥

that covers four days. During thic|
period every hour brings forth some |
episode of the service that is of in-
tense interest, This religious feast
is given by a squaw, and is the out-
come of a vow she has made to her
god. the sun. Should any one dear
to her be in danger or distress she |
prays to the sun to protect and de-
liver him; she vows that she will |

iz of a visit to the White House,
when President Roosevelt carried on
a conversation with me in the sign
language of the Blackfeet Indians.
I was sstounded and delighted at
this exhibition.

My visit was made in April, 1907,
in response to an invitation from
President Roosevelt to give an ex-
planatory talk, with musical illus-
trations on the piano, of my Indian
opers, “Poia,” which 1 had recently
finished. This opera was based upon
a legend of the Blackfeet Indians of |
Montana.

fast for forty days and nights, and
then offers sacrifices to the sun god !
{Natosl) as an evidence of her faith
and thankfulness,

At this sun dance T met a chief
by the name of Big Moon. We took
a fancy to each other and became
fast frienda. He told me the seconid

It was to obtain the material and
work that 1
Blackfect, the most

background for this
lived with the
primitive of any tribe in the United day after our meeting that I wan
States. They Lold to the customs
and traditions of generations long | another name—Stem-e-a-ah-te-etchi-

since dead. | can, or Bull Shoe. | Colonel Roosevelt in the sort of setting
As I explained to Mr, Roosevelt,! Iy was the last night of the wun! which most delighted his heart

to be his paleface =zon, and gave me

ply bowled over when he began to

:  of communication.
from Missouri

tainly sliawed me, hecansze

sented to President Roosevelt, and,
| although I knew of hia ubiquiteus

habits and had read his articles on
travel and adventure, 1 was, never-
theler:, astonished to encounter such
exact knowledge of the Blas
I svas

eet

[ndians as he displayed.

=

vonversa with me in the Indian si

language. At the beginniuvg of this
: .

ent ol tag

conversation with a Pres
United States I was rather skeptical

of his real knowledge of thiiz mathod
Bat
the Presiden:

|
if I was

Tehos

e was

l'almost az proficient as I, nho had

made a thorough study nof

r
i

remember very vividiy the Pros-
ident's animation

the customs of the Indians. Ilz was

‘always enthusiastic in speaking of
o ‘aubdow lifa,

which he loved, and

as we disenssed |

' (‘1 / : @
.olonel Roosevelt Knew the Blackfeet Wigwag

danea that, seated i e wiswan, in the sun as the {ather, the moon During my exposition of the opera during our conversation he woesticu-

I New prooy of the marvellons versatility of Colonel 1 hieard the story of “Poia,” the son as the mother and the morning star Prc-sifl.nnt Roosevelt sat in the front lated f{requently and smiled ss 1
Rooserelt "‘””N.‘H to us from Arthur Nevin, 'IE'.’U‘-‘, in this | of the Muruing‘f*'-t:ur and the great|as the only son. 1 was filled with row within fiftesn feet of me and, mentioned some particularly odd
article, tells of an unerpected proficiency n the difficult prophet to th;'- Blackieet Indiz.:ns. I the heauty of the legend. ag I deseribed the story of Foie, the custom of the Indians. DBut it was
art of Indian sign fa,}}g_'umge__ Arthur Nevin, i (s inter- '.Duri.!'.;: that night T learned much! The entertainment at the White Indian prophet, interpolating the ac- always a tolerant and windiy snules
esting to nute, & o brother of Ethelbert Nevin, He has !nb{mt their religion; of their belief | House was followed by a reception. count with many anecdotes of the the smile of the mun who could see
composed many songs, besides piano and orchestral Blockfeet Indians and their strange the other fellow's point of view,
works, and wrote the Indion opera “Poia,” which was R - customs, I felt myself throwinyg more even if hie happened to be an Indian.
produced in 1910 at the Royal Opera. Berlin. "Since 1915 | g copzmmenn energy into my talk than on any [ remember after he hiad sniled at
My, Nevin liaz been professor of music at the University other oceasion when 1 had lectured one episode he guickly bVecams o

of Konsas. ot the same subfect. The roucon for rious and remarked: “We muer loo

: this was that I was delighted to en~ at these things from their land

B}' Arthur Nevin I became known to these people by counter such genuine and sincere in- point. Probably some of vur eus
ROPABLY every author who the Indian term, Kutianaantsi, the terpst as the President showed. [ toms might be equally amusiaz to

s ywritten phout Theodore literal translation being Never-Tie- | had expected polite attention, bhut them.” oy 3 :

Mocsevelt kas pald tribote 1o His-Moccasin-Strings. This name had not been talking leng beroras I -: Sab= ri‘:“‘;_i:'.“'lf._’rl‘il.!_ :”'?:]TI'I_I_T\'_'L:HI

aliis Tvers ufili‘_g'.. hut T will was not given me by reason of ap realized that the President was en- -. ; ' 1= k._.‘:.l.::,,.’. .‘
ey (lGE Bove, 5P ani of ihem implied neglect, but bccauula 1 ro- tEasingiie Gheul ik asinsaling Shiteen .Zf"i"'i'_-f‘..;.. <
knew that he had a thorough knowl- Isr_\mblcd a departed braye who bore 89 I talked T was aware that the the subjects that we dicouswed. ]
edee and understinding of the In- i 'resident’s gaze was fastencd upon hefore or sinee have mal o
dian sien lanpuaga and could “con- [ told the President of the sun nte and his face wore an expressicn ““' E:‘L:.'_"'T:‘r": = e
verse’ in it. One of the pleasantest dance, the greatest event of the year of absorbed intersst. At the con- I{-,-_..-\;-.,_- . % S o e
and most vivid memories of my life to the Indians, It is a ceremony clusion of my lecture I was pre- busy man the Precident b owe

naturally delizkted to receive from

T
{

him a couple of months later a me
cordial letter. Thia letter,
reached me in Berlin,
where my opera was first produced

Wl

Germany,

ot April 23, 1910, expressed the
P'resident’'s appreciation of my talk.
Mze. Roozevelt also con (VLIS VR

upon the resalts of miy
with' the Blugh?
Commmand of £

Iir. Torre

Epent

the evany

ngli=h

He G om NETY WwWork, f=imsiw
“Teachinz the heathen 1muss Ye mnos

diffients of all. Just

you gan even lay the foundatio
a knowledge of God. The task re
minds n of a3 i 1 of
5 by "_r‘
S
rrow had built a ne 3 =
3 of his lodge. 'Is ih nyg

the nest yet?" asked the mi
{'fleep much,' said the Indian, o
| bis English. ‘Tha eparrow has p

| =—The Argonaut.
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sured of posquare deal.,. What=n £
tEving o do ta haild b T 48
cf netive UEbas A orRers, who = 1 by
representative of the entire party

he no discrimination
we are going to avoid
avoring  of professional

There ate rival ambi-
1 o donlt spith, apd this
2NN ensy MR to  handls
We 0 v muakinge SUTVey
Ty it 1. and when It 1e
comnletad and eur plan is submitted
16 the rank and file o the parts, i*
will'meer with their approval. Whas
wenres nee for 12 to unite a1 or
L eapstrietive programme.  And 1
an coniident our elforts will be saes
o ..‘-.. 1
i spagrmman has fust tarmed
£ ou busy to think
0f pablie effies, bt ke has ziven ne
~all mart of lis time to hia party

tinde he attaired his majerity.

twentv.nrnoe

At

w wus an election dis-

Lrics cay

S e hE

For nearly a dozen
becn a delegate to Ree

publican state conventions, and for
thie lust few wvears e has acted us
tteasurer of the econnty committee,
In the 1913 and 1017 musoralty eon.
(faa e rred The Bronx oo
1 mo

iis by s az taught

t ng, and he

BOW af work cn & publicite pro-
gramme ta ald him in hiz efdeavor

&« Th

o

Lo mal ha Bronx a strongheld of
Eepublicanizm,
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